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THE DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL 
WASHINGTON, O.C. 20530 

September 7, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR JAMES T. LYNN, DIRECTOR 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

SUBJECT: The Public Works Employment Act of 1976 

"\ / 

v 'r GG 

It appears that the Administration may have been presented 

with an opportunity to accomplish something of significance 

in regard to the problem of crime. 

Ken Lazarus has inquired of the Departments of Commerce 

and Justice whether the provisions of Title I of the Public 

Works Employment Act of 1976 permit part of the authorized 

$2 billion to be expended on state and local penal facilities, 

thereby helping to resolve a problem identified by the 

President in his Crime Message. 

As you can see from the attached memorandum, the Depart-

ment of Justice believes that some portion {about one-fourth) 

of these funds can be expended, efficiently and effectively, 

in carrying out a stated aim of the Administration -- adequate 

penal and correctional facilities. The funds realistically 

are available from no other source. The planning is well 

advanced. The need is clear. In his speech last February in 

before the Florida Chapter of the Federal Bar Association, 

the President stated: 
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Unbelievably, America still has the same 

prison capacity as in 1960, although crime 

has doubled and the population has 

burgeoned. The need for more prisons is 

obvious and very, very urgent. 

The impact of such a program would go far beyond 

alleviating unemployTient -- th~ primary purpose of the Act. 

It would result in an increased deterrent effect, reduced 

litigation as to jail conditions, and reduced future spending 

on federal correctional facilities. 

I hope you can take the time to peruse the memorandum 

and to let me know your thoughts on the subject. Time is 

of the essence since the temporal strictures of the Act are 

so severe and since, as page 1 of today's "Wall Street 

Journal" indicates, the scramble to use these funds (for 

such projects as landscaping trolley tracks) has begun. 
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' - HAROLD R. - TYLER, JR. 

Attachment 
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